

 ADAMCON 20 Schedule and Observations

Thursday evening 


Delegates reception

Friday sessions


10:20 am 


Opening address - Pam


10:40 am


Butterfly Craft for folders - Jillian


11:00 am


Cascading Style Webpages - Neil


  1:00 pm


Cartridge fabrication & assembly - Dale


  2:00 pm


Interactive Fiction - Dale


  3:00 pm


Making flash drive hard disks - Bob & Doug

Saturday Sessions


  9:00 am


Developing a Distance Learning Robotic 





Course - Rich


  1:00 pm


Trip to Butterfly Garden & Park


  9:00 pm


Online ADAM chat session

Sunday Sessions


  9:00 am


ADAMemulator launcher - Guy


  9:30 am


Newsletters I have known - Ron


10:30 am


Mini Game cartridge collection - Daniel


  1:00 pm


ADAM News Network Meeting -  Bob


  2:00 pm


Compression hands on - Dale


  4:00 pm


Mighty Mitchell Award -  Ron


  6:00 pm


Closing banquet for delegates


  9:30 pm


Conference room computer cleanout 


Monday morning


Final breakfast & final goodbyes

ADAMCON 21 convention in Kentwood, Michigan !!!

And THAT concluded the entire ADAMCON 20 convention schedule for 2008.  NOW, let me tell you what we did throughout the convention.  Things we learned, things we tried to make work, and things we failed at.  

An ADAM owner from the internet actually came up with one of the most  novel and yet perplexing ideas which came to fruition at AC 20.  The question was posed thru the ADAM owners mailing list asking why we could not use a simple flash card to simulate (imitate) a hard drive on the ADAM.  Doug took that question to heart and started experimenting with the ADAM’s ide interface card and a compact flash card and also secure digital cards.  After much trial and error, he got them both working.  Next he also experimented with other ide devices - sparq  and zip drives.  Both of these also worked after much experimentation and exasperation.  During a session at the convention, he demonstrated the various 4 other types of ide storage media that will work on the ADAM, besides a physical hard drive.  Who’d a thunk it !!!   It takes [at least me] us back to the days when the ADAM was a dead ‘toy’ to the world, but some enterprising individuals took heart and manufactured hard drives units, major memory upgrades, serial and parallel printer interfaces, disk drive storage capacity upgrades, and much more.  
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IDE flash adapter

   Secure digital card
Compact flash card

As always happens at an ADAM convention, some surgery was needed on an ADAM system.  Ron’s ADAM system had some problems, so it became the guinea pig for making new compact flash cards work with ADAM as  a demonstration of ‘how’ to accomplish it.  Although his ide hard drive was toasted and/or had been freed of it’s interior smoke, Ron was thrilled about his new “hard drive” setup;  two swappable compact flash cards and all.

We also had hands on experience with webpages led by Neil.  Cascading is a novel way to show how the internet just kind of falls off the pages as we travel about.  Along the same vein, Rich gave a tutorial about long distance teaching methods, and we tried to follow the rational of “how” to make a long distance learning experience work.  Just how and what mode of instructions to use so that everyone [no matter where they are in the world] is on the same page as the leader …….. which led to some interesting tips and dilemma’s one runs up against in everyday life.

We ran thru the ADAMemulator utilities with Guy.  What we need is a true “front end” like ADAMEMAM to make graphical and front screen option selections for running the ADAMemulator utilities.  Can someone (no name mentioned here of the above named person) make one for us???

Our old newsletter review session actually turned into a discussion better suited to the ADAM NEWS NETWORK meeting.  Anyway, we had a lively discussion about life in general.  We learned firsthand what it takes and just how to make a new ADAM/ColecoVision game.  Daniel demonstrated his games, along with the other games on the new cartridge from Dale & Guy.   I got one of the FIRST copies assembled at the convention, signed by all three programmers - should be worth a MINT someday, right????  Oh, and I played it a lot, even trying to master that crazy easter bunny ……. or not!

We had a spirited discussion at the ANN meeting, deciding to move the convention to Michigan next year in spite of the begging from the St Catherine’s hotel to please come back there.  We are a rolling stone bunch and don’t want to put down roots to deep in one place, you understand.  We discussed many options for expanding the ADAM/ColecoVision group numbers, but reached no conclusions.  As much as we try, and KNOW that there are ADAM owners spread all over the states and Canada, it is hard to get them to even come and chat with us on Wednesday evenings. Remember that the ANN newsletter is still published monthly and available on line through the ANN website http://ann.hollowdreams.com    If you want to see something specific, ask and also write some articles for the newsletter !!!!  hint, hint…………………………..

Finally, we had a great food feast at the banquet, complete with a door prize for everyone AND a raffle for an afghan personally made for the convention this year [as it is every year] by one of our delegates.   Later we all gathered [as we cleaned out the meeting room of our various ADAM and other equipment] for pictures and the traditional and ceremonial passing of the ADAMCON banner.  Look for the pictures on the adamcon.org website!

ADAM convention number 21 is tentatively scheduled for late June (via popular request) in the Grand Rapids Michigan area with the dubious A.N.N. team in charge.   See you there !!!!!!

**************************************************************

NOW, a follow up on the ide card and other types of ide storage devices.  We have explored and found a few things which may help others with their own struggles trying to set up a removable storage unit.  

First, you can NOT use just any ide type of zip drive.  You MUST have one of the original 100mb zip drives labeled as Z100 Ide-Zip.  Any later drives of 100 mb and above are NOT true ide drives, but ATA [ide] drives with a protocol interface added.  They are labeled as ATAPI.  This in turn changes the way the drive responds to the ADAM ide card.  The way to tell the correct drive is either the exact drive number or the front configuration; which more importantly has a separate read light and eject button.
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Ide-zip drive




Compact flash ide adapter

Second, and you might just find this interesting and a large step forward.  Doug has made the ide card use 2 channels, that is, you can access two ide devices from the menu.  You can use a compact flash [removable] as device 1 and a zip drive as device 2.  Or use a hard drive, zip drive and/or compact flash card.  The only problem besides the zip drive unit above is the use of certain makes of hard drives.  Seagate, for example, seems to work ok; while a Maxtor hard drive must have some jumper work done in order to work together.  Two zip drives don’t seem to want to co-habitate together either.  We are running into some oddities which undoubtedly have origins in the manner they are accessed and/or chained together.

The good news is that it is possible to put 2 removable storage devices together in an ADAM, never done before.  The closest thing was Mark Gordon’s Powermate™ double hard drive system.   To make double storage devices compatable and removable is a breakthrough.  Naturally, you need some specially hacked software in order to do this, which will be PD I am sure and available to anyone who wants to take it further.

Another little idea we ran across and used at the convention was to use a fairly recent [I think] VGA converter box.  The official description is as follows:  “This VGA converter can convert the video and audio signals into your VGA monitor with high resolution and low radiation.  Simply connecting your VGA monitor with TV,  VCR,  or Video Games consoles. Resolution effect is four times increased.”  And it WORKS!!  You just hook your ADAM input into one of the four rca video ports and your dos computer output into the vga input, then hook a vga cable to the monitor.  By pushing a button you can look at either the dos computer output or any one of 4 different rca cable type outputs from an ADAM, VCR, gamesystem, etc.  They run about $30 on Ebay and maybe cheaper if you can find one somewhere or get a good auction price.
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